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Safe Environment Policy
Recognizing that everyone is created by God, the Archdiocese of Miami is committed to the safety and well-being of its children and vulnerable adults and implements procedures to minimize risk and barriers and to build and foster a culture of safe environment. The archdiocese does not tolerate abuse or neglect of anyone. It will comply with all obligations of civil and canon law; it will promote healing where it is needed, provide education, training, and guidance when it is appropriate, and endeavor to prevent any abuse of minors or vulnerable adults with firm justice and mercy towards all.
The policy requires all employees and those volunteers with access to children or vulnerable adults pass a background check in the Archdiocese of Miami database every five years. Also required is an active and up to date Virtus account.  Additionally, employees must sign an Employee Pledge to Promote Safe Environment.  Volunteers, likewise, sign a Volunteer Pledge to Promote Safe Environment.  Both Pledges are electronically signed through their Virtus accounts.  All these requirements must be met prior to serving as an employee or volunteer. To read the complete policy log into the website at: www.miamiarch.org under Protecting God’s Children/Policies.
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Protecting God's Children® for Adults, begins with an initial training session accessed online and therefore available 24/7. The training is an awareness, prevention, and response program on the nature of child sexual abuse including the methods and means by which offenders commit abuse. The training also provides five easy steps which, when put into practice, can help prevent child sexual abuse. The session generally takes 90 minutes to complete. Participants may start and stop the session if unable to complete in one sitting. Participants may not fast forward or increase the speed of the video as this will send them back to the beginning. The session must be completed prior to serving. The program is offered in English and Spanish but also available with closed captioning, Portuguese, Korean or Vietnamese subtitles upon request. For registration instructions please see the Archdiocesan website at: www.miamiarch.org under Protecting God’s Children and Virtus Training. Click on the registration steps. It is helpful to know that when asked to select your “Organization” please scroll down to the “M’s” for Miami to choose the Archdiocese of Miami. Next you will be asked to select your “Location” from the drop-down menu, which is your parish, school, or entity.  
Once the initial training course is complete the account is activated, employees and vendors will be assigned the Healthy Boundaries for Adults module as it is required training as well. It is not required of volunteers.
 All Virtus accounts (employees, vendors, and volunteers) are assigned continuing training in the form of monthly bulletins, which are required to serve. The bulletins take approximately 3-5 minutes to complete. For more information on the importance of reading the monthly bulletins, please see the Virtus Training section of the Archdiocesan website for a short and entertaining video on the Virtus Training page by clicking on the picture of the lighthouse.
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