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Heavenly Father,

As we gather together today, we first pause to thank You for the incredible work these educators have 
done throughout this school year. Thank You for the countless hours, the patience, the love, the 
guidance, and the care they have poured into the lives of the children entrusted to them.

Lord, many of us arrive today tired, knowing that the school year has just come to an end. Yet these 
educators have chosen to continue learning, growing, and investing in themselves so they can better 
serve children and families. Bless them for their commitment, their dedication, and their willingness to 
keep learning even when they are ready for a well-deserved rest.

Remind each person here that their work matters. The seeds they planted this year—in the hearts, 
minds, and lives of children—will continue to grow long after the school year has ended.

As summer approaches, grant them grace for a job well done, peace in knowing they made a 
difference, and the opportunity to experience true rest and renewal. Bless them with health, safety, joy, 
laughter, and meaningful time with those they love.

Open our minds to learn, our hearts to grow, and our spirits to be refreshed as we spend this time 
together.

We ask all of this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Learning Objectives
By the end of this session, participants will:

● Understand the difference between a curriculum, pacing guide, and 
developmental progression.

● Explore the FELDS Language & Literacy developmental progression from 
birth to five.

● Recognize how literacy skills develop through everyday experiences and 
interactions.

● Use developmental progressions to intentionally plan learning 
opportunities.



What comes to mind?

Activity #1
When You Hear the Word "Literacy"... 
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https://www.mentimeter.com/app/presentation/al9rigjrxm61ss9r3e5ryz1q9y4dazkf/edit?question=ctbce46noev6



CAN AN INFANT BE
DEVELOPING LITERACY?
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Literacy 
Begins at Birth 

ListeningReading SpeakingWriting 



Instead Start Here:

"How does this skill develop?"

Shift Our Thinking
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Developmental 
Progression

Intentional 
Experiences

Learning 
Opportunities

Child 

Growth

We Often Start Here:

"What activity should I do?"



Example Progression 
Phonological Progression Age Development

Birth–8 Months Attends to songs and voices

8–18 Months Participates in fingerplays

18–24 Months Repeats words and phrases

24–36 Months Enjoys rhyming language

36–48 Months Recognizes rhyming words

48–60 Months Produces rhyming words
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Introducing the ADOM Language & 
Literacy Developmental Progression 

Framework 

8

📈 Developmental Scope & Sequence

🎯 Progression Toward Kindergarten Readiness

✝ Faith Connections

📚 FELDS Crosswalk  

🏫 Classroom Applications



Activity #4
Case Study

8

Scenario
A teacher tells you:

"My PK3 children cannot identify rhyming words."

"What should the teacher do?" 



Activity #5
Listening & Understanding 

Infant
What might children 

be doing? 

Toddler
What might children be 

doing?

Preschool
What might children be doing?

PK4
What might 
children be 

doing?

Guiding Questions:

● What would you see the child doing?
● What would you hear the child saying (if anything)?
● How would you know the child is understanding language?
● What experiences would support this skill?



Literacy Lives 
Everywhere

Which classroom tells children:

● You are a reader?
● You are a writer?

● Your ideas matter?



Walk Through the Classroom
Activity #6
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Where do children:

● Listen?
● Speak?
● Read?
● Write?
● Tell stories?
● Engage in conversations?



❌ Reading Center

✔ Dramatic Play

✔ Blocks

✔ Art

✔ Science

✔ Outdoors

✔ Arrival

✔ Meals

Literacy Is Not a Center
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We support literacy by:

● Engaging in conversations
● Asking open-ended questions
● Reading aloud daily
● Singing songs
● Telling stories
● Expanding vocabulary
● Creating meaningful opportunities to 

communicate

Your Role 

The Teacher's Role 
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Faith and Literacy Connections 
Literacy and Faith Are Not Separate



The Goal Is Not To Teach Kindergarten 
Standards In Preschool 



Final Thought

Children do not develop literacy through isolated 
activities. Literacy develops through meaningful 
interactions, relationships, conversations, stories, 
songs, play, and experiences that help children make 
sense of the world around them.

Faith Connection

When we intentionally nurture language, literacy, and 
faith together, we support the development of the 
whole child.
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One New Insight
What is something you understand differently about literacy development?

One Action Step
What is one thing you will do differently in your classroom?

Reflection 
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THANK YOU 
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"If you put children at the forefront of every decision, then your compass is pointing in the right direction." 
-Barbie Perdomo

SCAN ME TO RECEIVE YOUR 
CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE


